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SUBJECT: MARSHAL "SOARING TO THE SKY" SEEN AS HERO 

SUMMARY: THE DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION IS INVITED TO A SHORT 
COMMENTARY ON WATER MARGIN IN THE 30 AUGUST KWANGMING 
DAILY WHICH APPEARS TO BE SOMETHING OF AN ANOMALY IN THE 
CURRENT CAMPAIGN. THE COMMENTARY ALLUDES TO A "MARSHAL 
SOARING TO THE SKY", A "HERO" WHO DARED TO DEFY THE 
EMPEROR. EVERYONE WHO HAS FOLLOWED THE LONG CAMPAIGN 
AGANINST LIN PIAO KNOWS THAT THESE ALLUSIONS ARE AMOUNG HIS 
MOST PROMINENT HALLMARKS. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE ARTICLE IS WRITTEN BY KAO PIN OF THE CAPITOL IRON 
AND STEEL COMPANY AND BEGINS BY RECALLING A POEM WRITTEN 
BY SUNG CHIANG, THE CENTRAL FOCUS OF CRITICISM IN THE CURRENT 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE CLASSICAL NOVEL WATER MARGIN. THE 
AUTHOR TAKES SUNG CHAIANG TO TASK FOR HAVING ALLUDED TO 
HUANG CH AO ANOTHER MILITARY FIGURE, AS "UNMANLY". THE 
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"MARSHAL SOARING TO THE SKY", A MAN WHO LED A PEASANT ARMY 
"TO DRIVE AWAY THE EMPEROR" AND ONE WO "HELD THE EMPIRE IN 
AWE OF HIS POWER." THIS MAN, WHO DARED TO MAKE REBELLION 
AGANINST THE EMPORER, WAS, ACCORDING TO KAO PIN, "WORTH 
OF BEING CALLED A HERO". BY CONTRACTS, SUNG CHAING COULD NOT 
REBEL AGAINST THE EMPORER PUT LOYALTY TO THE EMPORER ABOVE 
EVERYTHING ELSE AND EVEN "KOWTOWED TO THE CRAFTY MINISTER 
UNDER THE EMPEROR". SUNG CHAING HAD BEGGED FOR AMNESTY 
AND SUPPRESSED PEASANT REBELLION, ALL TO REALIZE HIS MEAN 
AMBITIONS. HOW, ASKS THE AUTHOR, COULD THIS "SWALLOW 
UNDERSTAND THE MIND OF A "SWAN". 

2. COMMENT: ONE OF THE MOST COMMON CRITCISMS LEVELED 
AGANINST FORMER MARSHAL LIN PIAO WAS THAT HE HAD STYLED 
HIMSELF AS "A HEAVENLY HORSE THAT FLIES THROUGH THE SKIES 
FREE AND ALONE". WHEN A COMMENTARY ON WATER MARGIN ALLUDES 
TO A MARSHAL WHO LED AN ARMY AGANISNT THE EMPEROR AND SAW 
HIMSELF AS "SOARING TO THE SKIES" SURELY NOT A FEW PEOPLE 
IN THE PRC WILL STRAIGHTWAY THINK OF LIN PIAO. SUCH 
HISTORCIAL ALLUSION THAT CRITICIZE OR CALL TO ACCOUNT 
THE ROLE OF THE EMPORER HAVE AN UNDENIABLE POLITICAL 
SENSITIVITY. IT MAY BE RECALLED THAT A SUMMER AGO, A 
23 JULY ARTICLE IN KWANGMING DAILY HAD BEEN RECALLED BY 
PEKING AMONG OTHER THINGS. THIS HISTORICAL ANALOGY HAD 
HELD THAT AN EMPORER SHOULD BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR MISTAKES 
MADE BY HIS LEADING MINISTERS. IT SHOULD BE NOTED, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE ANOLOGY IS SOMEWHAT DILUTED BY THE AUTHOR'S 
REFERENCE TO SUNG CHIANG'S ALSO WANTING TO "SOAR". 

APPARENTLY THERE IS GOOD SOARING AND BAD. 
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